
 

 

Our June 26, 2026 Weekly Club Meeting	 	 	 	 	 Volume 3, Issue 29 
President Kelli Gordon conducted this meeting. 
Guests in Attendance: Dicha Perez, New Superintendent of  CCCS, and Considering Club Membership; 
Allison & Oliver Wyatt, Granddaughter & Grandson of  Mickey R.; Taylor & Finley Etchison, Daughters 
of  Erika E.; Our Speaker was not a Guest—Ev Duran is a Club Member! 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
President Kelli began her last Lunch Meeting with the Pledge of  Allegiance and proceeded to Table 
Introductions. We’ve established an important precedent whereby when children or grandchildren of  Members 
are present, one is handed the microphone to perform Table Introductions.  That was the case at this meeting 
during which Taylor Etchison and Allison Wyatt each introduced their tables. A very good experience for both! 
And they did well! 

Ryan M. reminded us about the Sunset Party hosted by the Rebuild Paradise Foundation at Community Park on 
Saturday,  June 25th, 6:00 to 8:00 PM.(past) The announcement flyer has been around for several weeks. Our 
Club will be doing the Bar Service. Ryan announced that Pres. Kelli and Erika E. were the signed up bartenders, 
but he requested one more person to perform those tasks. The set-up and cleanup crew will be Tom B.,  Justin M., 
Mark T., Mickey R. and Donn T. Ryan and Dani will be out of  town but Ryan was sure to secure a support crew. 

Donn T. had a pair of  announcement subjects. First,  July 4th is fast approaching along with the traditional 
Paradise Parade of  Flags. The support for both Memorial Day and Flag Day has been great and seriously 
appreciated! We only need 4 people minimum for each Flag operation session. Additional help is always welcome. 
Watch for solicitation emails. Second, the food for this Meeting was from Maria’s Kitchen. Her food has produced 
spontaneous positive feedback on multiple occasions. But a good meal is not cheap. To better support the expense, 
more Club Members attending Club Meetings would help balance the budget. The amount of  food to purchase, 
based on expected attendance, is a best guess. Please encourage other Club Members to attend. 

Erika E. reminded everyone of  the Demotion Party that will happen on  July 9, to be held at the Terry Ashe 
Recreation Center. Doors will open at 5:30 PM. The cost is $30.00. Erika says pay by Cash, Check, or Venmo. 
Italian Guy Catering will be doing the food. Please don’t wait to the last minute to let PDG Pam or Erika know if  
you’ll be attending, the caterer needs to know a head count! Should be quite an affair considering we’re putting 2, 
count them 2, Club Presidents out to pasture! The flyer is attached. 

RI Foundation Committee  
Brian G., RI Foundation Chair, took the mic to promote the benefits of  donating to the RI Foundation. RI has an 
on going program called Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY). Clubs that secure 100% donations from members 
receive special recognition at Foundation Events, the Awards & Installation Dinner, and the annual District 
Conference. Those Clubs are also looked upon favorably by District and RI Leadership. It takes only a $25 dollar 
donation to get credit. Let’s see, that’s about 2 burritos (all year). Bonus: You can designate to what RI initiative 
the money goes, e.g., Polio Plus. We can do this!  Just get out your check book or plastic and make it happen. Brian 
also pitched for someone to put Jim J. out of  a job. Jim wants to retire his Polio Plus Warrior Badge. 
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It’s RECOGNITIONS & CONFESSIONS TIME 
Kelli was looking for volunteer confessions, but then someone reminded her of  the YRA end of  year celebration, 
which she attended. They went to a Giants game in San Francisco and she was a chaperone. The game had an 
exciting ending after which they enjoyed a memorable dinner and then went to an amazing museum named 
Musée Méchanique on Pier 45 in San Francisco. Check out their website! It’s a fun and entertaining place! During 
the Lunch Meeting, after negotiations with friends, Oliver levied 32 Bells. 

Tom B. was next. He spent last weekend in So. Cal. visiting his older brother in Palos Verdes who has season 
tickets for the “Blue Hatted Team” (The Dodgers.) The seats were right behind Home Plate. But first he had to get 
there. His younger brother lives in Santa Barbara, so Tom flew to Santa Barbara. From there they drove to Palos 
Verdes and then to the ballpark. Tom reported that the “Blue Hats” lost a really ugly game. Younger brother 
reported that they would need to leave for Santa Barbara at 3:00 AM. Why? Because leaving at that time cuts the 
travel time in half, i.e., from 4 hours in daylight traffic to 2 hours in o’dark-30 traffic. 13 Bells for going to L.A.  

Justin M. committed to a Self-Fine by admitting he was in St. Louis last week, he says for work, and went to 
Cardinals-Padres game with $45 tickets (which did not seat him behind home plate). He was amidst a “bunch of  
kids” and had a great time. That trip was worth 5 Bells. 

Casey T. admitted she was going to Ensenada, Mexico over the weekend with some college girlfriends. 10 Bells. 

CELEBRATIONS REPORT (per Dacdb) 
Rotary Anniversaries During  June: 
PE Melissa, 06/02/22 (4);   Laurence H., 06/18/09 (17);   Trudi A. 06/30/99 (27) 

Birthdays: 
Erika E. 06/01;  Gary L. 06/01;  Heidi L. 06/03; Dil K., 06/16; Phoebe H. 06/22 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Tom & Pam Baker, 06/14, 46 Years 
Maureen & Chuck Wisener, 06/03, 42 Years 
Travis & Amy Barker, 06/16,  25 Years 
Donn & Gerri Thomson, 06/18, Married 21 yrs (+ 14 Yrs living in sin) 
Lacey & Eric Witten, 06/01, 1 Whole Year Already! 

EDUCATIONAL MOMENT 
Tom B. shared some very interesting facts about the “Team With The Blue Hats.” There are 3 Japanese players 
on that team, originally from the Japanese Baseball League. Their hiring prompted officials from the Japanese 
league to visit the officials of  the Blue hatted team and ask, “How can we show our appreciation for your 
recognition of  the quality of  Japanese Baseball League players.” So what they did was to name the Baseball Field 
in So. Cal. after the Japanese League players with large signage lettering—in Japanese lettering. Also interesting; 
the Blue Hat Team Manager is bi-lingual; English & Japanese. So, discussions with the Japanese players are 
conducted in the Japanese Language!  

THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM: 
Casey T. introduced our Speaker, Club Member Ev Duran, owner and operator of  U.T.B. Studios, 
launched in 2024. Ev presented an overview of  the updated and redesigned Club Website which is planned to go 
live in the next week or two. Ev continues to make some final feature inclusions. 

Ev was born and raised in Paradise, having attended Paradise Elementary,  Intermediate and High School where 
he graduated as Senior Class President. After graduation he employed his video talents in San Francisco, Boston, 
Los Angeles, and Paradise. He has produced films in 44 states and some foreign countries for major organizations 
like the Golden State Warriors, San Francisco Giants, and more. He has been awarded 4 Emmy Awards for his 



work including the Post Camp Fire documentary, All Its Name Implies. The film garnered $10,000 toward 
Paradise recovery. 

Ev is on the Boards of  Directors of  the Paradise Ridge Chamber of  Commerce and the Butte Film Institute which 
focuses heavily on educational outreach and hosts the annual Butte Film Festival (BUFF). Ev is often accompanied 
by his wife Monique, a serious stills photographer. It’s important to note that all the videos on Vocational website 
were produced by Ev. On the side, it’s reported that Ev enjoys and excels at Karaoke. 

Ev’s general mission of  the redesign of  the Club’s website was to refresh and combine. Up to now Paradise Rotary 
Club’s presence on the internet was contained in three separate web sites: 1) the Club Website; 2) the Paradise 
Rotary Foundation Website; and 3) the Vocational Committee Website (taken down). The website redesign will 
include the information previously contained on the three separate sites. Direct information and links will be 
located on the home page. 

A new and welcome feature will be direct access to the sign-on page of  Dacdb, now part of  Member Minder. This 
feature will be handy when one is exploring Club information, but need to see more detailed, Club protected 
information. Ev included the links to familiar information in current site drop down menus. Some topics will be 
expanded such as Why Join Rotary?, About Rotary,  Join Our Club, and Club Information. Added will be a 
selection of  videos, naturally, covering the Career Expo, The Ukrainian Visit, and more in a Research & Learning 
Library. Ev was enthusiastic about including an historical photo library to help us remember those who have come 
before. 

Still in developmental discussion are features such as an Event Calendar and how to include references to the 
Heritage Interact and Youth Resource Alliance youth clubs. 

During Q&A many important topics were brought up. Updates, inclusion requests, correction, and suggestions 
should be referred to Mickey R. Yes, all the current domain names will point to the new website’s domain name, 
meaning that entering any previously valid domain name will work, e.g., paradiserotaryfoundation.org, will take 
you to the new website. Ev stated that he will review the site weekly to ensure links are current and working. 

Editors Disclaimer: Ev used the yet to be live site as a briefing guide rather than a slide deck. And he went fast, 
because he had a lot to cover. I DID NOT attempt to capture what was on the screen in photographs. Moreover, 
he described more features and arrangements than I’ve listed here. You’ll be pleasantly surprised. If  any of  the 
above features, comments, or statement of  facts turn out to be incorrect, sorry I simply had an audio recording 
to work from. BTW the name of  Ev’s company U.T.B. stands for Under The Bleachers. 

Because we have a lot going on in the next month or so, I’ve included a summary of  Club Meetings and Events 
graciously provided by Executive Secretary and PDG Pam. Note The Dates! 

Thursday,  July   2 - Holiday Weekend Blackout, No Lunch Meeting. 
Saturday,   July   4 - Parade of  Flags Event  - Contact Donn to help with flags (530) 520-7974. Please. 
	 	 	      (Wear your Rotary shirt.) 
Thursday,  July   9 - Demotion Dinner. 5:30 p.m. at PRPD. Contact Pam to sign up. 
Thursday,  July 16 -  Lunch Meeting. Come hear Melissa's Rotary International Convention Report 
	 	 	 	 and celebrate a New Rotary year. 
Thursday,  July 23 -  Lunch Meeting 
Thursday,  July 30 -  5th Thursday, normally dark. Instead, come to the Grand Re-Opening of   
	 	 	     Paradise Elementary School, 1 p.m. (Wear your Rotary Shirt) 

LIGHTEN UP :		 	 	 Time flies like an arrow. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 Fruit flies like a banana.    —Lisa Grossman 

http://paradiserotaryfoundation.org


PROGRAM SPEAKERS ON THE DATES LISTED BELOW: 
7/16/26 - Pres. Mellissa C. Reports on the Rotary International Convention 
7/23/26 - 4H Club, Bill Taylor and 2 Members Describe Paradise 4H And How Rotary Can Help 
8/13/26 - Lacey Witten - Member Bio + An Update On The Latest From NCB 
8/20/26 - PDG Pam Gray - Important RI Information We All Need 
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Rotarians the World over subscribe to 
THE ROTARY FOUR-WAY TEST 

of  all we think, say, and do. 
1. Is it the TRUTH?  2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

3. Will it build GOOD WILL & BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned?



OUR CAMP ROYAL CAMPERS! 

 

…AND FRIENDS! 

 



AT THE SUNSET PARTY 


